
Pastor’s page: Giving to God the First Fruits of our efforts 

      "Set apart a tithe of all the yield of your seed that is brought in yearly from the field." 
Deuteronomy 14.22)    Israelites with land were expected to set aside 10% of the food they produced 
for the needs of fellow Israelites who did not have land to produce a harvest for their survival. 

      The Greek word for "poor" applies to those who lack money. It also includes people unable to have 
‘honor’ in society because of misfortune, or the injustice of others. The people that Jesus ministered 
to, the blind, the lame and the infirm are considered ‘poor’. Becoming a widow in ancient society, 
without a son to provide for her needs, was a terrible misfortune that left her socially outcast. 
Widows were not permitted to inherit. They were forbidden to speak in public. They had no money or 
power. 

      There is no middle class in ancient society. One is either rich or having just enough to survive. As 
the son of a carpenter, Jesus and the family in Nazareth had enough to survive. He was not 
impoverished. The dirt poor were the bottom rung in Mediterranean society. These people were 
totally vulnerable and outcast; economically, religiously and politically. “There was a rich man who 
was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a 
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the 
rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores.” (Luke 16. 19ff.)  

      In ancient Mediterranean society, riches can only be gained immorally. Being wealthy was 
automatically thought to be the result of cheating and fraud. “Indeed it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” (Luke 18. 25) 
There is no such thing as an honest rich man in an agricultural world of limited material goods - and 
hand to mouth subsistence living. In addition to having possessions, in the ancient world a rich man 
had to also be a cheat and a fraud - a man of evil character. 

      The poor have no power. They are social and religious outcasts. Jesus has come to fulfill the 
prophecy of Isaiah and bring liberation to those weighed down by poverty and alienation. “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4. 18-19)  We who are the church today continue the 
healing and liberating work of Christ in our charitable giving. 

            From our earliest days as a church, patterning our lives on those of Jesus, we have incorporated 
a special love for the poor and the defenseless. St. Paul writes of collections being taken up for poor 
Christians in his letters. "Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." (2 Corinthians 9. 7) 

      The almsgiving that we do today is for the support of our local church (parish) and the church 
throughout the world. We step out in faith striving to achieve the biblical mandate. We decide how 
much of our first fruits, the 10% biblical ideal, we can return to the Lord from what God has given us. 
5% of our donation supports our local faith community; and 5% supports our diocese and other 



charities of our choosing. As a prayerful action, we make an annual pledge. Then each week we place 
our prayerful offering in its envelope ‘gift wrapping’, in the offertory collection. 

      “Love God with your heart mind and soul, and love your neighbor as yourself.” When we examine 
our checkbooks and our consciences, many of us will find that we have given between 1 and 2% of our 
annual income to charity. The spirituality of stewardship challenges us to be more generous; moving 
toward the biblical ideal of 10%.  Each year we take stock of how God has blessed us. If our income 
has increased, we give more to the support of charity. If it has decreased, we give less. Our response 
to God’s love causes us to let go of our fears and desire for control, and take a step toward the biblical 
ideal. What we do, we do out of love for God and for our neighbor. “It is in giving that we receive, and 
in dying that we are born to eternal life.” (St. Francis of Assisi) 

Peace, Father Bruce 


